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A SERMON, 


Being a ſhort Abſtract, tranſlated from the French of Mr: 
SAURIN, late, Preacher at the Hague; whoſe Works I 
believe have never appeared in our Language: — I have 
joined it to the above as a Specimen of the Style and 
Manner of that great Author's Writing. If it ſhould 
be well received by the Public, they may command a 
Tranſlation of Six other Diſcourſes on intereſting Sub- 
Jets, from the ſame Author; in whom Mr, Hervey i in 
a letter to Dr. © 195, all the powers of 
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-To---the HALL. 


HE following Letter is my plea for publiſhing 
the following diſcourſe, which I preached at 


my Church at Long-Eaton, on the 22d May, 
17823 before a Society there, called a Stex, or Box- 
Crus, and in ſo doing, I pay more deference to their 
Judgement than my own, well knowing that an Oral 
diſcourſe may be well received, that will not bear pub- 
liſhing. However as it is gone forth, it muſt ſtand or fall 
by the Public opinion, to whom it is addreſſed, 
By their Humble Servant, 
BENJAMIN WIGLEY, 
Curate of Sawley and Long-Eaton. 
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To the Rev. Mr. BENI. WIoIL EI, Sauley. 
SIR, 


upon the minds of your Audience on the Annual 
Feaſt day, I am commanded by the Preſident, in the 
Name of the Society, to preſent to you their Acknow- 
ledgment and Thanks: And that you would confer an 
additional fayor to the Society, if they could prevail on 


you to publiſh the ſaid Sermon, under a perſuaſion that 
as it is peculiarly adapted to the ſubject, it may he a 


means of promoting the welfare of all ſuch inſtitutions, 
and which we flatter ourſelves would be attended with 4 | 
very ſalutary effect. 


T conſequence of the impreſſion your Sermon made 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt Kumble Servant, 


* JOHN WILSON, Clerk to the Society. 
Long-Eaton, 61h July, 1782. . 
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5 12th Ch. Remanz, part of the 10th Verſe: 


Be kindly Affectioned One to Another, 


friendly diſpoſition in our Souls, which pro- 

duces happineſs to ourſelves from the plea- 

ſing ſenſation of giving happineſs to others : Its 

concomitant Virtue is compaſſion, which ſtrongly 

inclines us to commiſerate the infirmities, and to 

relieve the diſtrefſes of our fellow Creatures, and 1 

believe that the greateſt and moſt rational happineſs 

we can enjoy in this World, ariſes from the exer- 
eiſe of this virtue. 


Gop, whoſe infinite wiſdom appears in all his 
diſpenſations, has left over all his works a wide 
field for the practice of thoſe duties, which both 
our Nature and our Religion ſtrongly inculcate, 
and which we may call humanity ; by having per- 
mitted ſuch a variety of circumſtances and conditions 


: A | FF E CTIO N is that kind, ble and 


in human life. And indeed if all conditions had 


been equal, the Chriſtian Virtues would have been 


greatly circumſcribed, and Man would have had 
B | Huitle 
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little to do, as a Social Creature, becauſe we ſhould 
not then have ſtood in ſo much need of the mutual 
aſſiſtance of each other. --- It is our mutual wants 
and dependencies which form the ſtrongeſt Band in 
Society, and impels us to Succour out fellow Crea- 
tures, that each in his turn may draw from others 
ſuch aſſiſtance as he may ſtand in need of. - In 
this view of things we none of us either can or 
ought to live to ourſelves alone, we live to our God, 
our King, and our Country; and in a Country 
where there are ſuch a numerous poor, we ſhall 
never want objects for the exerciſe of our compaſ- 
fon ; and with reſpect to the happineſs we ſhall dp- 
rive from it, do you think that the Prieſt and the 
Levite could find that comfort and ſatisfaction, 
which even a Phariſee muſt enjoy, from thoſe in- 
ward feelings which are inſeparable from a benevo- 


lent and affectionate mind. 


Ir may indeed be true, that the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt lawful paſſion in our Nature is, to a certain 
degree SELF: And that our own happineſs is the 
firſt and greateſt object we have in view, but I aſ- 
ſert that we cannot give it to ourſelves, independ- 
ently on others: The very Nature of happineſs is 
derivative, and reverts like the Echo: And ſuch is 
the order of Providence, that we are incapable alone 
of making a tolerable proviſion for our own wel- 
fare, nor can we from ſelfiſh views Sequeſter our- 
ſelves from the World, without loſing the very 
thing 


On 0 n= us 0 000 AN aA Ae bes en... Cs 
— - 


- 
A 1 
ht ant 


r 
ay. —— — 2 ů — E 
= — ED ABS 4 —_—— — — — 
— 
0 
* 


1 — OO CO IE 3 » 0 
— 


. ———.———— 9 2 


350 

thing which makes life deſira ble. God has, if 1 
may ſo expreſs it, linked Mankind together by a 
Chain, and in the great Chain of Be1ncs, every 
link big or little, equally contributes to the fupport 
of the whole. --- Thus every individual may. be 
conſidered as a neceſſary member, or link, in the 
great Chain of Society, where all are dependent on 
each other: And indeed, without Society, we 
ſhould be incapable of enjoying that happineſs, 
which God has permitted us to enjoy in this 
World. 


WHEN God had created the Heavens and the 


Earth, and finiſhed all the Hoſt of them, and form- 


ed Man, for whoſe uſe they were created: He ſaid, 
it is not good that Man ſhould be alone, I will 
make an help mate for him. ---- I mention this to 
ſhew you that the happineſs of Adam, and his Pol- 
terity, would not have been ſo complete as God de- 
ſigned, without a Companion to converſe with, 
and to participate both our Joys and our Sorrows. 
=-- Thus by the example of our firſt Parents, we 
are taught to unite ourſelves in a cloſe and friendly 


connection with ſome perſon that we eſteem, in or- 


der to procure that happineſs which we mutually 
give to and receive from each other. This affeQi- 
on deſcends immediately from us to our Children, 
as the firſt and neareſt ties ot nature, and as from 
our affection to our Children we derive much hap- 
pineſ to ourlelves, fo affect ion in a due proportion 
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to the reſt of mankind, muſt fill the mind with a 
proportionable degree of pleaſing fenſations: And 
as theſe Tenements of ours, I mean our Bodies, 
would ſoon decay, and fall to the Ground, without 
our care and induſtry to ſuppott them, ſo induſtry 
may be ſtiled the Mother of Affection; and of this, 
God has given us an example, by the employmert 
of our firſt Parents, both in the Garden of Eden, 
and when he ſent Man forth from thence, to till 
« the Ground from whence he was taken.“ 
This may plainly evince us, that we were not de- 
| ſigned by our Maker to eat the Bread of idleneſs, 
| and we all of us find by experience, that induſtry 
in our ſeveral. ſtations and calhngs is the moſt cer- 
tain way to produce happineſs both to ourſelves and 
to all about us. Has not God, in order to excite 
us to labour, and to provide for our families, given 
us a ſine pattern for our imitation, in the frugal 
Bee, and the induſtrious ANT. -I need not tell 
you what is the Motive, nor what the conſequence 
of that Union and Induſtry fo remarkable in theſe 
imall Inſects of Creation, you may plainly perceive 
it is their general and particular ſecurity of being 
provided for in a time of Neceſſity, and when they 
cannot work: And if theſe ſmall Inſects act in fo 
prudent a manner merely from the force of | inſtinct, 
lurely prudence and foreſight muſt be required of 
Man, who is endued with the ſuperior powers of 
Reaſon and Reflection, to make an honeſt proviſion 


againſt the numberleſs calamities which we are 
all 
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all of us liable to on this fide of the Grave. Doe 
not holy Writ tell us, that he who does not provide 
for his own houſehold is worſe than an Infidel, and 
how can this be done. by the generality of Man- 
kind, but by labour and induſtry; And I need ng 
tell you that Riches and Poverty are mere acciden- 
tal things, nor that the firſt great bleſſing we can 
enjoy is a ſound, Mind, in an healrhful Body; Nor 
that it is our duty to preſerve our Being, as long a; 
we can by every prudent means: This you all of 
you know, and you know too, that you are to do 
this in ſuch a manner as not to loſe your immortal 
Souls. | 


Tuts leads me to conſider the occafion of this 
diſcourſe and to ſhew you that there is nothing in 
the deſign and inſtitution of your Society, or as you 
term it, a BOX-CLU R, but what is exactly agree - 
able to the Laws of God, and though it may not 
have the ſanction of a National law, (as all nume- 
rous A ſſociations are beheld with a jealous eye by 
our Governors, ) yet ſuch Societies as yours, have 


always met with the countenance and protection of 
the Laws of the Land. 


I will now proceed, and addreſs myſelf more par- 
ticularly to you who are Members of this Club, 
and at the ſame time chanidn you againſt ſuch anxi- 
| , ous care for the things of this World, as to endan- 
ger the forfeiting your inheritance of the good 
things which are e prepared for thoſe who do, to the 
| 


beſt 
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or peſt of their power, the Will. of our Father on 
ice Earth, as it is done in Heaven. This indeed is im- 


and poſſible in out human N ature, as our Paſſions will 
Ny at times mislead us from our duty: Still they were 
not not given us in vain, our greateſt happineſs or mi- 
en- 


ſery much depends on the well or ill Government 
cal 8 of our Paſſions; if they are ſuffered to run wild, 


War they are like a deluge which carries away and de- 
© BY ftroys every thing before it, but leaves a ſad ſpecta- 
of cle of ruin and deſolation behind: But when well 


governed, they may be compared to a ſmooth ſer- 
pentine river whoſe accidental overflowings ſerve to 
refreſh and water the earth, It is certainly a duty 
his required of us to bring them under ſubjection to 
in our reaſon, and nothing will more enable us ſo to 
'ou WF do, than the performance of our religious duties. 
de - As to rooting tkem out, and extirpating them, this 
10t is more than is required of us, becauſe it is more 
je- than God has given us power to do, aad would be 
by counteracting the work of his Providence. We 
we may as well fay, Had God made the World with - 
of out Water, we ſhould never have heard of the ge- 
neral deluge. Our buſineſs is to regulate and ſup- 
preſs our paſſions, and ſometimes to refuſe them 
even what is lawful, that they may not tyrannize 
over us, and demand what is unlawful. In a word, 
when they are- properly governed, they may then 
be ſtiled, the elements of life, as contributing to 
give an higher reliſh to all our lawful eojoyments. 
- So kind and beneficent is our Creator, that he 

C has 
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has not given us a paſſion in vain; even the fear of 
want, which ſo much imbitters many men's lives, 
is ſtill, productive of our happineſs by obliging us 
to labour and induſtry ; and ſo ſtrong is this paſſion 
that many men are tinctured with it, who are far 
removed from the cauſe of ſuch fear, by the afflu- 
ence of their fortunes. --- This ſhews you how 
much a mind may ſuffer, when ſuch a fear is well 
grounded, and may prove to you the great utility 
and advantage of ſuch a Society as yours, at leaſt to 
ſuch of you as earn your daily bread by your daily 
labour; and whatever is our ſituation in life, we 
may plainly perceive that God has ſo ordained, and 
we may be aſſured for ſome wiſe end of his Provi- 
dence, that we ognnot be ſecure from the changes 
and chances of this mortal life. | 


EvenTs do. not always anſwer our expectations. 
and our enjoyments are very uncertain, Accidents 
and misfortunes may happen to us from various 
cauſes, which we could neither foreſee nor prevent, 
Have we not had many inſtances of men, who from 
the height of proſperity, have been in a ſhort ſpace 
of time, reduced to the loweſt ebb of adverſity, and 
this ſometimes without any viſible fault of their 
own. - Such men indeed from their former con- 
nections, are ſeldom reduced to pinching want, but 
they experience that miſery which is entailed on 
every man, who ſinks below the ſtation in life, to 
which he has been long accuſtomed, 


PxRSONS 
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PgRSONS in a lower rank, may be, and frequent- 
ly are, reduced to greater hardſhips, -- even to 
want, to beg, to be refuſed relief, and even to be 
treated with ſcorn and cruelty, This is a ſituation 
ſo truly deplorable, that mere human nature alone, 
unaſſiſted with the Grace of God, unnoticed by his 
all- ſeeing eye, and unſupported by his all- powerful 
aid, muſt ſink under the weight of ſuch complica- 
ted miſery, duch iypſtances of diſtreſs are ſtrong 
motives to induce you, by prudence and foreſight 
to guard againſt future evils. And I do not know 
a more wiſe and prudent ſtep, now, whilſt you are 
in health and abilities to provide for yourſelves and 
families than to ſpare ſomething, eyen from a bare 
competency, to obtain a decent ſupport in a time 


of neceſſity. ---- It may be true indeed, that when 


perſons are, by calamitous misfortunes, become de- 
ſtitute of ihe common ſupports of life, they are en- 
titled to the aſſiſtance of ſuch whoſe fortunes are af- 
fluent. But, is it not found in general, that chari- 
ty 1s too cold to cheer the drooping heart, for altho' 
it is ſo Gqd-like a virtue to relieve modeſt want, to 
dry up the tears of pining wretchedneſs, and give 
comfort to deſponding grief, yet is it not too true 
that charity [here 1 will except thoſe largeſſes, thoſe 
Public Hoſpitals, and County Infirmary's, which 
are an honour to our Country] is by many, ſo ſwal- 
lowed up in Luxury, that many rich men con- 
ſume more on their vices in one day, than would 
ſupport the poor on their eſtates for a whole year: 

Aud 
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And ſuppoſe ſome of our fellow creatures are fo far 
reduced, as to become objects of a Pag1sn, per- 
| haps you may reply, that WoRKnovses are an aſy- 

lum to the diſtreſſed, indeed they are fo when 
under a proper regulation, but in many places they 
may with much more propriety be ſtiled Houſes of 
Correction. Have I] not known ſome pariſhes pay 
an annual ſtipend to a Workhouſe, not with a view 
to maintain the poor, but to deter them from aſk- 
ing relief, thus, evading the power and ſtopping 
the. courſe of JUSTICE, 


I mention this to ſhew you the happineſs vou 
may derive from placing yourſelves in a ftate of inde- 
pendency at ſo ſmall an expence as you ſcarcely per- 
ceive, and if ſickneſs, or other misfortunes ſhould 
diſable you from earning a comfortable ſubſiſtence 
for yourſelves and families, ---- without ſuch an 
aſylum the proſpect of their miſery would greatly 
encreaſe, the weight of yours, which if it does not 
extinguiſh the natural affections of the mind, might 
greatly weaken them, by leſſening that parental 
tondneſs which in general affords ſo much pleaſure 
to the human mind. Theſe are all arguments in 
favor of what I call your little common- wealth, it 
places you in a condition of preſerving your affection 
for your families, and binds you together in the 
bond of peace, love, and charity. ---- I do not 
know any ſociety of men who unite themſelves to- 
gether for a better purpoſe, and it muſt afford great 


comfort 
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comfort to your minds by giving you the pleaſing 
proſpe& of ſupport in time of ſickneſs or old age, 
if yourſelves do not forfeit your little to ſuch, pro- 
tection by breaking thoſe rules and orders, which 
are your ſecurity, and which are founded on the 
laws of nature and of reaſon, . 3 


Ix ſhort, I could ſuppoſe there is fomerhing of 
goodneſs if not of religion, in thoſe who join your 
ſociety with no other intention than to promote it, 
on the footing of charity, without a thought of 
drawing any thing from it. And here may | take 
the liberty of recommending it to all ſubſtantial 
farmers in this village to become free members of 
it, and it may be ſome inducement to them fo to do, 
when they conſider that ſuch ſocieties may be a means 
of leſſening the pariſh rates, by a kind of indepen- 
dent proviſion for ſome of its members, who might 
otherwiſe become chargeable, I grantindeed that the 
general motive is worc.'7 prudence, which though 
it cabnot be called religion, yet it is the parent of 
many vittues, as imprudence leads to many vices. 
Care, and induſtry, and frugality, will indeed do 
much, but even theſe will not always ſecure us from 
real want ; however, they will not prevent fickneſs 
or accidents, and without ſome ſuch proviſion, the 
fear of want, I again repeat it, might greatly op- 
preſs our minds; and beſide this, we are very apt 
o anticipate evils and to fiak under them before 
they really happen, and which may never befall us. 

This 
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This however gives a gloomineſs to our thoughts, 
and diſables us from reliſhing thoſe comforts which 
we might otherwiſe enjoy. I have ſaid that tlie rich 
and opulent are ſometimes tormented with this fear, 
and I now tell you that thoſe who are exempt from 
it, have cares and anxieties of other kinds, which 
you my Brethren are ſtrangers to, and which are as 
oppreſſive to them. They may indeed enjoy, if it 
can be called enjoyment, a round of pleaſures in the 
extreme, but believe me there is as much difference 
between ſenſual pleaſure and happineſs as between 
light and darkneſs ; and happy for you that your to 
ſituations admit of no ſuch extremes. I believe the 
ſtation which we all of us would covet, if God had m 
left it to our choice, would be that of moderate in- Im 
dependency. And let ambition ſay what it will, My 
we are all of us ſervants to the Public, for as to a H 
ſtate of abſolute independency, there is no ſuch 
thing in the world, and if there was, to be inde- 
pendent were to be miſerable. ---- It is then from 
our ſocial affections that we derive our happinels, 
and what ſocial affections can a man have who lives 
only to himſelf, abſtracted from all mankind, and 
whoſe purſuits all centre in his own indulgence, 
If ſuch men meet with misfortunes their weight is 
doubled by bearing them ſingly, and if with ſick- 
neſs, they will want that comfort, which a true 
friend can give, We are all of us placed in that 
ſphere which i: moſt ſuitable for us, I mean with 
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s, reſpect to riches or poverty, and many men have 
ch gieat reaſon to thank God for placing them in-a 
:h low lation, as they might not be able to reſiſt the 
i, many ſnares and temptations which an higher one 
m might expoſe them to. The greateſt bleſſiag, and 
ch sst gift of God is ExISTENCE AS RATIONAL. BR. 
as ines, the next is HEALTH or Bopy, AND MINDS 
it Npisrosgp To $xRvE our God, by ſuch acts of 
he Wi Chriſtian Morality and Charity to our fellow crea- 
ce tures, as are enjoyned by our bleſſed Saviour, by 
cn ¶ his doctrine, and by his example; and with reſpect 
ut to our Exiſtence, if we eſteem it a bleſſing, let us 
he WW be thankful to God for it, and content with the 
ad manner of it. God allows us every innocent 
n- method to make that Exiſtence as comfortable as 

ill, Wwe can, and it is moſt certainly laudable in the Sun 
0 4 Whine of Proſperity to conſider that the Cloud of 
ch Adverſity may overtake us. -- To part with a 
{mall pittance of your gains, (though ſome of you 
earn it with the ſweat of your brows,) to guard 
peainſt an evil day, is not only wiſdom, but as I 
have ſaid, it ie goodneſs, as plainly ſhewing that 
you think yourſelyes liable to the common calami- 
ties of life, and that you do not build on your own 
length; but that you conſider God may viſit you 
ith afflictions or with ſickneſs, and that old age 
not a time to work in. 


Tursx are thoughts which a rational Being can- 
ot but have whilſt he is making ſo prudent a pro- 


viſion 


© viſion ſot the body, and they naturally lead to this 


- Spiritual advice and I fear many diſcourſes from thi 
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concluſion, that whilſt we are taking ſo ranch care 
for that periſhable part of us, Which will ſoon be 
mised with the common duſt, we ſhould look i 
little further, and provide for tliat immortal part 
our Souls, which will for ever continue in that ſtate 
on which they will be qualified on their ſeparation 
from the body. This is the one thing needfull 
that moſt invaluable reverſion, which we cannot be 


top careful, too anxious to ſecure : And when that 


awful period death ſhall arrive, and God only knows 
how ſoon, you will probably reflect on the many 
hours you have ſpent in a careful ſolicitude for the 
temporal enjoyments of this life, which perhaps ha 
been little elſe but ſorrow and trouble, you will then 
plainly perceive the folly of having trifled away 
your time in ridiculous or prophane diſcourſe, in 
diſturbing the peace of ſociety, and in a general 
behaviour quite contrary to the direction of . my 
text, TO BE KINDLY AFFECTIONED ONE 
% TO ANOTHER.” ---- I cannot here forbeat 


- obſerving with what reluctance Men in general take 


advice, I mean in their Spiritual concerns, for in 
their temporal it is quite otherwiſe : Only point out 
to a man, what is his wordly intereſt, and he will 
eagerly purſue it, and if his body is diſordered, he 
is willing to follow the advice of his phyfician and 
to obſerve his rules: But I doubt it is not ſo in 


place have vaniſhed like a cloud, and left not a trace 
| behind 
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behind, eſpecially ſuch as have in theſe our days 
e deen ſtigmatized with the title of moral diſcourſes. 
re However the ſubject I have choſen for this day leads 
be Wi me to treat upon it principally as ſuch, and yet I 
« 1 WF hope the virtues recommended in it may give it the 
art Wi tile of chriſtian morality ; which is an union of 
ate I faith and good works, and which, if ſeparated, de- 
00 ſtroy the virtue and effect of both. I would adviſe 
ll you to impreſs your religion on your hearts, and to 
be let it ſhine before men by your good works, and to 
hat carry it with you where-ever you go, ſor it is the 
heart that God will judge, and if your hearts are 
a) right your converſation will be ſo too. No vain, 
the no idle words will proceed from your lips. At your 
has BY meetings you will obſerve a decency in all your 
hen BY deportment, you will not joke upon things ſacred, 
V1) vou will caſt no reflections on thoſe who are abſent, 
, 11 i nor uſe any unbecoming freedoms with thoſe who 
cral are preſent, you will not ſuffer an oath to be heard 
my amongſt you without a rebuke and ſuch a mercia- 
NL ment as is neceſſary for the ſecurity of your eſta- 
beat bliſhment., We may generally form a true judge- 
take ment of men from their converſation, and though 
or init may not be required that yours ſhould always 
t oulſſg turn on religious ſubjects, yet you ſhould take care 
will chat no one betrays ſuch a levity in his diſcourſe as 
„bete diſhonour that Being on whom you ultimately 
andiidepend for every bleſſing you enjoy, You may 
ſo ingo and you may plant, that i is, you may uſe every 


thi prudent 
trace 


hind 
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temporal welfare, yet unleſs the good providence of 


God ſhall bleſs your endeavours, your labour is but 


loſt and your toil fruitleſs, Now as the happineſs 
and well being of all focieties, both public and pri- 
vate, depend not only upon good laws, but on the 


obedience which is paid to them, and alſo, on the 


due execution of them, ſo your table of rules, 


which may have provided againſt any indecorum in 


your behaviour, will avail but little if you are re- 
miſs or partial in the puniſhment, (whether by fine 
or ejectment), of ſuch your member as ſhall offend 
againſt them; And let me tell you, that as your 
diſpoſitions, your circumſtances, and your educati- 
on are all ſomewhat different from each other, 


without great caution this will occaſion diſputes and 


quarrels, and a fingle diſorderly member may not 
only diſturb the peace of your ſociety, but may en- 
danger the very being of it. "You may read in hif- 
tory, that the downtall of the greateſt ſtates have 
beer: owing to the corruption of a few individuals, 
and ſuch corruption always proceeds from the want 
of a due ſenſe of God and of religion; and to the 
neglect of cultivating in the mind, thoſe ſocial at- 
teRions of love and charity, which are the bond of 
peace and happineſs. Let me adviſe you then to 


take care to poſſeſs your minds with a due ſenſe of 
God, and of religion, then your moſt volatile mirth 


will not exceed the bounds of innocence, nor wil) 


VOur 


prudent means and precaution. to promote your own 
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your behaviour expoſe you either to the cenſure of 


others or of yourſelves ;- you will then perform your 


religious duties with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and 
your appearance here, will not be confined to this 


day. It is not accidental fits aud ſtarts of pub= _. | 


lic worſhip that will ſerve the purpoſe, It is not 
the putting up a few formal prayers and then reti- 
ring from the houſe of God, forgetful of the pro- 
miſes you have there made, and regardleſs of the 
petitions you have offered up to the throne f 
Grace, It is not the offering of a ſacrifice with- 
out a heart, -- It is is not your attendance on this 
diſcourſe, -= No l it is a conſiſtent and uniform 
courſe of virtue, a firm truſt and reliance on God's 
mercies, and a lively faith in the merits and media- 
tion of a bleſſed redeemer, accompanied with a con- 
ſiſtant moral rectitude in all your actions, with that 
group of virtues which our bleſſed ſaviour practiſed 
whilſt he was upon the earth, of peace, long ſuffer- 
ing, gentlenels, meekneſs, love, charity, and for- 
giveneſs of injuries. Theſe are the moſt indelible 
marks of good chriſtians and good men, and theſe 
are virtues which our ſaviour has told us ſhall not 
loſe their reward. 


May we all of us purſue the path thus marked 


out for us, and as we are all of us bound to the ſame 


place, - Let us follow the advice which Joſeph 
gave his Brethren, --= To take care that we fall not 
out by the way. And may God of his infinite mer- 


= 


(nw) 


cy guide and direct us in the path of peace and com · 


fort, through this world, and (this painful life end- 
ed) may he open to us the gate, that leadeth to eter- 
nal reſt and happineſs, Amen. | 
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| 94th Palm. 7, 8, 9 Ferſes. 
Yet they ſay the Lord ſhall not ſee, 
Neither ſhall the God of Jacob regard it. 


Underſtand Ye Brutiſh among the People, 
And ye fools, when will ye be wiſe? 


He that planted the ear, ſhall he not hear ? 
He that formed the eye, ſhall he not ſee ? 


« 


8 we can find no particular afliſtance to de- 
termine on what occaſion this Pſalm was 
written, ſo in the application of it I ſhall 

have more regard to the Genius of our age than to 
hat of the Prophet, and will addreſs myſelf: to 
oſe men, who, in order to violate without re- 
orſe, the laws of religion maintain, that religion 
a chimera, and virtue but a name to keep the 
ulpar in awe. 1 do not indeed flatter myſelf wit | 
uch ſueceſs in regard to them: Theſe are the «53% 
t whom Solomon ſays, * though' thou ſhouldeſt 
SY. _ bray 


426 


* bray a fool in a mortar, among wheat with a peſ. 
« til, yet will not his fooliſhneſs depart from him. 
However I will endeavour to ſtop the progrelz 
of this evil and to fortiſy our youth againſt the dan- 
gerous impreſſions of infidelity,. and repel if poſlible 
the poĩſon they may have imbibed from the wiiting 
of a modern author, and endeavour to ſecure you 
in the attachment you have for our holy religion. 


In the ſtile of the ſacred authors: : To deny the 


exiſtence of God, the tenet of a Providence, and 
the eſſential difference between juſtice and injuſtice 
is but one and the ſame thing. If you compare the 
Palm from which I have taken my text with the 
roth, the 14th, and the 53d; you will fiad that 
the author ranks in the ſame claſs, thoſe who ſay Wb: 
there is no God, with thoſe who fay, God hath": 
forgotten, he hideth his face, he will never ec it. Hhi 
In ſhort, though we might ſupport the laſt of theft ai 
tenets, without admitting the firſt, yet the one i, 
not leſs eſſential to religion than the other. 


. And though it were poſſible that a man may be ec 
a Dis r without being an ATne1sT, yet the hh. 
ſtem of Atheiſm is not more odious to the Deity 
than that of Deiſm : I will therefore conſider them 
in the ſame light, aud attack them with the ſame 
arms. 

Can ſolly be carried to a greater height than t! 
deſpiſe a religion without which we muſt be miſers- 


ble? What man is ſo happy as not to want the ſuc 
cout 


6 
ours of religion ? What diſgraces at Court! What 
ortifications in the army ! What accidents in com- 


merce | What uncertainty in ſcience ! What ſtings 
n pleaſures What wounds in reputation! What 


is nconſtancy in riches! What diſappointments in 
* projects! What infidelity in friendſhip ! What vi- 
4 iffitudes in fortune! Miſerable man! What can 


ppport you under fo many evils P The paſſions 
are but bad comforters in theſe ſad periods of our 
ves. The Philoſophy of Zeno and his followers 
ill do but little to calm a poor mortal when they 
ell him that his misfortunes are inſeperable from 
is condition ; that being a man, he ovght not to 
bink himſelf exempt from human inconveniencies; 
bat if his evils are violent they will be ſhort; that 
ſay bey reſult, from a fatal neceſſity; that murmurs 
aach od complaints cannt change the order of 
hings ; and that a generous heart is ſuperior to 

ain and grief, and to all events. | 


REFLECTIONS theſe, ſupportable in a book ; ar- 
zuments, plauſible in an auditory, - but weak re- 
etions, vain arguments on a bed of ſickneſs, un- 
he violent anguiſh of the lone or gout ; Oh ! how 
eceſſary is religion, in theſe circumſtances, how 
nuch more comtort does it afford us than philoſo- 
hy under the prefſure of theſe evils ? but above all, 
ow neceſſary is religion, at that awful ſeaſon, - 
hen every bad action of our lives, ſtares us in the 
ice, I mcan at the hour of death. What is it I 
ray you but religion that can o ſupport 2 man who 

ſtruggles 
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ſtruggles againſt that King of terrors? a man, who 
ſees his grandeur fallen, his treaſures vaniſhed, hig 
connections broken, his ſenſes deadened, his tomb 
prepared, the world diſappearing from his eyes, his 
dones ready to fall at the grave's mouth, and his 
ſoul divided between the fatal hope of finking into 
nothing, and the horrible fear of an avenging God, 
In this fatal view, fall, fall, maſk. of incredulity, 
veils of darkneſs and corruption, and confeſs how 
neceſſary religion is to man. It. mitigates the 
moſt violent pains, it ſubdues the moſt rapacious 
monſter, and renders the moſt terrible of all objects 
an occaſion of joy and triumph, it gives firmneſs to 
the mind and calmneſs to the conſcience : It pre- 
ſents to the dying, another Being, another life, 
other objects, other Ropes : It fortifieth the i in. 
« ward man, while the outward man periſheth :” 
It diſſipates the horrors of death: It opened the 
: vault of Heaven 10 St. Stephen: It faid to the con- 
verted thief, This day ſhalt thou be with me in 
* Paradiſe:” And to all true penitents, . Bleſled 
are the dead which die in the Lord.” 


Tnvus I have conſidered the infidel in regard to 
his private intereſt ; I will next ſhew how dange- 
rous and miſchievous his principles are to the Pub- 
lic. The infidel is a diſturber of the Public repoſe, 
for by ſapping the ſoundation of religion, he (aps 
that of ſociety. Society canrot ſubſiſt without re- 
ligion. "O00 not fay chat all thoſe virtues which 


ſhine 
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nine in ſociety, flow from religion, That all magi- 

frates are juſt from a love of juſtice ; That all ecclefi> 
pſticks, are grave and ſerious from a reſpect to their 
character; Nor that all women are chaſte from 4a 


principle of virtue. We freely confeſs that human 
motives have the greateſt aſcendency over our hearts. 


We only aſſert that human laws would want their 
chief ſupport, and that ſociety would be much more 
irregular without religion, and that irreligion opens - 
a door to all vices, and that in the way moſt, men 
are, if they neither believed a God, a Judgment, 
or a Providence, we ſhould ſee diſorders increaſe. 
Human laws could not have ſucceeded in uniting 
men in one body in ſociety without ſuppoſing reli- 
gion t be their bafis. For it there was no religion, 
each member of ſociety would give a looſe to his 
paſſions, he would employ his ſtrength to oppreſs 
the weak, his art to deceive the ſimple, his eloquence 
to ſeduce the credulous, and his power to promote 
confuſion, horror, bloodſhed, and ſlaughter. Diſ- 
orders theſe, terrible in their nature, but unavoida- 
ble in this principal of infidelity; For if you ſuppoſe 
that theſe diſorders might be prevented without re- 
ligion, you mult attribute it either to wordly honor 
or human laws. As for worldly honor, it is but a 
poor ſubſtitute for religion, it is a virtue quite ſu- 
perficial, it is indeed the art of diſguiſing ourſelves 
from the eyes of men, of deceiving them with po- 
liteneſs and of appearing virtuous, rather than being 
really ſo, If you can carry it further, and make it 

D donſiſt 
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conſiſt i in that purity of intention which is the foun- 
dation of virtue, yet it is but a fine idea, of which 
few are capable, and at beſt, it is but a branch of 
religion: And as for human laws how perfect ſo- g 
ever they are, yet they muſt unavoidably partake of 
the infirmities of thoſe who compile them : They 
may indeed forbid enormous erimes, but they can- 
not reach thoſe more delicate fins, which though in 
appearance leſs attrocious, do not Teſs diſturb the 
peace and happineſs of fociety. They forbid and 
puniſh murder, robbery, adultery, but they cannot 


reach ingratitude, avarice, anger, *concupiſcence; 7 
They order indeed, to pay taxes, to cultivate arts K 
and ſciences, but they do not order patience, cha- q. 
rity, meekneſs: And you will readily own to me, 

that a fociety which ſhall have no delicacy, no pa- * 
tience, no charity, no Wes for each other, mult WW 
be unhappy. "9 


Is the argument taken from the "eat conſent WW” 
of mankird in favour of religion, of no weight with ſc: 
the infidel ? if it is not, what muſt be his aſſu- Nen 
rance, fingly to prefer his own. judgment to that of be 
all other men (a ſmall number excepted) who have 
unanimouſly received the truths which he rejects! 
If he objects that a reaſonable. man ought not to 
found his faith on a number of ſuffrages, yet ſurely 
the unanimity of a ſentiment is reſpectable when it 
it is received in all places and at all times, and when 
tlie paſſions of men ſo ſliongly incline them to diſ- 


cover 


1 

cover the illuſion. There is nothing but truth with 
which this character agrees, but indeed it is no way 
aſtoniſhing that thoſe , who renounce their reaſon 
ſhould renounce their religion: And as to the wick- 
ed and prophane who have ſlifled all their lights, it 
is glorious to religion to have enemies of this cha- 
racker. | 


be Ir beſide the argument keg from 1 3 
conſent of mankind, we conſider the aſtoniihing 


dd wonders of creation, as. from what abyls of power 
0 Wmutt proceed thoſe vaſt ſpaces, that extent in which 
eie imagination is Joſt ; I hole luminous globes, 
ole ſhining orbs which are above us, thoſe bright 
gars fo regular 1 in their courſe; And all the other 
* parts of the univerſe ſo exactly anſwering their de- 
* ſti nation; as alſo, from what abyſs of intelligence 


muſt proceed thoſe rational Beings, which conſti- 
tute the glory of the intellectual world; That pro- 
found policy, which penetrates into the deep receſ- 
ſes of the human heart; Thoſe great genius's who 
explore the ſecrets of nature, who dive into the 
bowels of the earth, traverſe the boundleſs ocean, 
and cut their way through winds and waves on afew 


ave 

ts? WW lanks of wood, to the moſt diſtant parts of the ha- 
to Mitable globe: -- If we further conſider the go- 
ely Nerament of the world, the formation of thoſe num - 


erlets Beings viſible and inviſible in the univerſe, 
hat all theſe cannot exhauſt that intelligence which 
s the object cf our worthip, and that he encom- 
alles in the vaſt extent of his thoughts, all exiſtent 
creatures 


(8) 


creatures, and ſces, and beholds every nn 
as if employed on that alone. a 


Anp when we add to all theſe the accom pliſh- 
ment of ſo many prophecies ; The performance of 
ſo many miracles ; The rewards and puniſhments 
ſo evident in the economy of providence. If the 
infidel will not own and confeſs that theſe argu- 
ments, and ſuch 'a multiplicity of proofs in favour 
of a God, and of religion, do not amount to de- 
monſtration, then will J addreſs myſelf to him in 
theſe words of the Prophet, O ! ye brutiſh among 
« the people, O! ye fools when will ye be wiſe ” 


Bor as there is ſcarce any man who does not y 
p rofeſs to reaſon nor who does not pique himſelf on it 
Having formed lis judgmeot upon mature delibera- = 
tion, if the time allowed to a diſcourſe would per- p. 
mit, I would examine his logic, and ſhew you howMl d 
the infidel reaſons. ----- But I will at preſent take ¶ c: 
him on the {ide of bis conſcience, and draw him H tc 


that voice of my text, HE THAT PLANTED WW th 
„ THE EAR, SHALL HE NOT HEAR ? HEM in 
„ THAT FORMED THE EYE, SHALL 315M 1: 
« NOT SEE ? Ki 
I xxow indeed that the perſons whom I attick, . 

| [ 


defy us from finding in, them the leaſt remains c 
v hat is called conſcience. But have you examined 
yourſelves well when you thus defy us? Have you 
had as much ſucceſs as you pretend, when you hav! 


ſcciouſly 


(9). 


ſeriouſly endeavoured to free yourſelves from its ter- 
rors? Is that light extin& within you? Does that 
interior maſter dictate nothing to you? Has that all- 


A powerful monitor never forced you to confeſs what 
* your ſtubborn wills would not ſubmit to ? Are your 


knees firm under you? Do they not knock againſt 
each other ? This queſtion concerning the em- 
pire of conſcience is a queſtion of Fat. We believe 
that we are authoriſed to aſſert that no man ever ar- 
rived at ſuch a pitch of falſe heroiſm , You pretend 
indeed to demonſtrate the contrary; You ſay that 
you are perfectly tree from the ſtings. and arrows of 
conſcience, and this isa fact which we muſt take on 
not WF your word. Put then there is another fact, which 
on in my turn I muſt defire you to give me credit ſor: 
ta- --- It is this; --- We have viſited numbers of fick 
er- perſons, we have attended numbers at the hour of 
ow Wl death, and amongſt all thoſe where our miniſtry 
ake calls us, we have never found two different charac» 
by WW ters. We have indeed ſeen men like you, who in 
£0 Wl the time of health, have neither believed in God, 
16088 religion, in hell, nor in a paradiſe, and who, 
160 like you, when they abandoned themſelves to all 
kinds of licentiouſneſs, have ſaid, “ The Lord will 
mM MeL ſee, neither will the God of Jacob regard it.” 
But we have never met with a fingle perſon, who 
has not ſeverely reproached himſelf ſor theſe ſenti- 
ments at the hour of death. We have feen many 
who have denyed all their former ſyſtems, and who 
have a thouſand and a thouſand times curſed their 
incredulity. 
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iacredulity., We have ſeen men, who in their ex- 
tremity, have called in, even ſuperſtition to the aid 


of religion, and who have turned pale and trem- 


bled,” even at the fight of our garments, But we 
have never ſeen one wao ſupported that pretended 


ſtrength of mind to his dying moment, 


AND here let every man that lives in infidelity 
feriouſly conſider how dear ſuch ſentiments will coſt 
him when he comes to die? We may more than 
imagine that he will reaſon thus: I now ſee in ſpite 
of myſelf thoſe truths of religion which I have in 
vain endeavoured- to root from my heart, Every 
thing contributes to trouble my ſoul. I am now on 
my death bed, deſtitute of all hopes of returning 
into the world. My phyſicians have left me, my 


friends have nothing to offer me, but uſcleſs ſighs 


and unavailing tears, remedies that are ineffectual, 
and conſultations without ſucceſs. And not only 
the riches which ] poſſeſs, but the whole univerſe 
cannot draw me from this fad condition. It is now 
no longer a preacher, a book, or a declaimer who 
ſpeaks to mo: It is death itſelf, I already perceive 
my blood growa chill, a cold ſweat ſpread over my 
body, my feet, my hands, and every part of this 
frail machine reſembling more the dead than the 
living. I muſt die. Whither am I going ? What 
a terrible proſpeZ hes before me. At my ſuneral, 
mournful, glimmering lights, diſmal fighs and 
groans. A ſubterranean manſion, A carcals, 


worms, 


n 


rorms, duſt, and corruption. If I confider my 
dul, I am ignorant of its deſtiny, 1 am plunged 
into terrible darkneſs. My incredulity tells me that 
y ſoul is but one part of the moſt ſubtil matter, 
hat the other world is but a viſion, and that a life 
o come is a chimera, But till I feel, I know not 
bat that troubles my repote. The thoughts of 
being annihilated (terrible as it is) would appear to 
de ſupportable if the idea of heaven and hell, did 
ot in ſpight of me preſent themſelves to my mind. 
But I ſee that paradiſe, [ ſee that immortal ſtate of 
glory, 1 ſee it above, in a place where my crimes 
ave excluded me an entrance. I ſee that hell which 
I made a jeſt of, I ſee it under my feet. I hear 
he howling of the damned, and the ſmoke that ri- 


ng | 
ol ſes from the deep abiſs troubles my imagination and 
hs errifies my mind. -- Such is the infidel on Bis 


death bed; and thus indeed for the moſt part ex- 
pire thoſe ſoaring genius's, thoſe Yo/tarrs of the 
ge who eſteem it their chief glory to free them- 
elves from vulgar errors. What charm can men 
ad in ſuch ſentiments as corrode all the pleaſures 
of this life, and extinguiſh all the hopes of happi- 


els in another. 


AnD do you (if there any ſuch here) think you 
an better ſupport your characters, or bear with 
greater fortitude the anguiſh of ſoul and body under 
mortal diſeaſe than all thoſe (of your fraternity) 
ho have gone before you ? That remorſe, thoſe 
onflicts, which have compelled them to behave 
with 


( 2 3 


with as much cowardice at the hour of death, 2 
they did with brutality, during cheir lives. 


Pranars you may be ſurprized that I have fe- 
ſerved to the laſt the weakeſt of my blows. Per- 
haps you will object that motives taken from what 
is called politeneſs and good breeding, can have but 
little effect on ſouls that are invulnerable againſt al 
other attacks, yet it is not without a reaſon, that | 
place this in the laſt rank: Infidels and libertine; 
frequently pique themſelves on their politeneſs and 
good breeding, but it is from falſe ideas of theſe ac. 
compliſhments that they commence libertines and 
infidels: They think that reaſon is too ſcholaſtic, 
and faith too pedantic, and imagine that to be dif: 
tinguiſhed in the world they mult affect neither to 
believe nor to reaſon. 


WrII ! ye men of politeneſs and good breeding, 
do you know how you are eſteemed in the world! 
The Prophet tells you, but it is not on the faitli d 
a Prophet alone, that I would have you rely, it 1s 
on the teſtimony of thoſe with whom you are calle 
to live ? and if politenels conſiſts in paying a diff. 
- rence to the opinions, the prejudices and the weak 
nets of others, are not you the moſt unpolite of al 
men? You live in ſociety with perſons who believe 
in a God and religion, with thoſe who have lived 
many years in theſe principles, and who would dit 
in 4 Some of whom have ſacrificed to their re 
ligion their reputation, their repoſe, their fortunes: 


Na 


61 


ay, more! you live in a ſociety whoſe foundation 
nuſt be deſtroyed with that of religion, ſo that by 
adermining the one you greatly weaken the other, 
Every member of ſociety is intereſted in ſup- 
orting that edifice which you would deſtroy. ---- 
The magiſtrate ſummons you not to publiſh thoſe 
rinciples which would weaken his authority, ---- 
he people require of you, not to promulgate your 
oughts, leaſt they ſhould be expoſed to the paf- 
ons of a magiſtrate who ſhould think he was re- 
ponfible. only to himſelf for his conduR. --- The 
nder mother, (afflicted for the death of her only 
or,) begs of you, not to deprive her of that come 
ort which ſhe derives from the firm belief that the 
dn, whoſe death ſhe laments, is in the boſom of 
lory. The fick perſon, ſupplicates you not to un- 
eceive him in an error (even if it ſhould be one) 
hich ſo much alleviates his torments ; And the 
ying, not to take away his only hopes. In ſhort, 
e whole univerſe conjure you, not to eſtabliſh an 
pinion that would be ſo very fatal. - Yet if in 
ite of ſo many prayers, ſo many intreaties and a- 
nongſt fo many men intereſted in the eſtabliſhment 
religion, you ſtill maintain that religion is a chi- 
era, if you exert every faculty, and place all your 
lory in deſtroying it, is not this the height of bru- 
ity and madneſs ? ----- Thus I have endeavoured 
d eſtabliſh the truth of the chriſtian religion againſt 
e unjuſt reproaches of the incredulous. ---- 1 will 
ow ſolicit your attention to a ſhort application of 
bis diſcouiſe. ; Wars 
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imagine that I read what paſſes in your hearts. You 
_ congratulate yourſelves that you are not of this num- 


to affirm, that there is more delicacy in thoſe men, 


( 14 ) 
Warn we attack theſe kind of characters, I could 


ber, but let me tell you, that how odious ſoever 
theſe men are whom I have deſcribed, I know ſome 
characters that are ſtill more odious. -+--- There i; 
a reſtriction in the judgment which the Prophet 
paſſes on thoſe whom. he ſtiles fools and brutiſi 
among the people, and there are men who ſurpaſ 
them in brutality and extravagance. I dare venture 


who having reſolved to abandon themſelves to theit 
paſſions, endeavour to convince themſelves, either 
that there is no God, or that he is regardleſs of hu- 
man actions, than in thoſe who believing i in a God 
who ſees all their actions, and who is privy to al 
their thoughts, yet live in direct contradiction to 
ſuch a belief. ---- The infidel has not been able in 
his exceſſes, to bear up under the idea of an offend- 
ed benefactor, of a ſupreme judge highly provok'd 
of an eternal ſalvation neglected, of that lake 
«© which burneth with fire and brimſtone.“ It was 
neceſſary in order to give a free courſe to his paſſions, 
to baniſh from his mind ſuch terrifying truths, ---- 
But you! You who believe there is a God, who 
ſpieth our all your ways, who provoke him every 
day, and without repenting: You! who believe 
that he holds the thunderbolt in his hand, ready to 
ſtrike you and to cruſh impenitent ſinners : You! 
who believe there are devouring flames, and chains 
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of darkneſs, and yet brave and defy the Horrors of 
them: You! who believe in the immortality of the 
ſoul, and yet are wholly taken up with the trifles of 


ever Wtime : What muſt be your aſſurance ? 

* You ſay that you eſteem religion as a revelation 
of rom God, and confirmed by a thouſand proofs, but, 

* ow fatal is your condition if your faith is well- 
""BWrounded ?' For after all, That croud of wit- 


eſſes which depoſe in favour of the religion which 
ou believe, depoſe as well for the practical, as the 


1 peculative part of it. They depoſe theſe truths, 
hy — That without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
. Lord. That neither the covetous, nor drunkard, 
boy: or reviler, nor extortioner, ſhall inherit the king- 


om of heaven. Do you reject theſe truths ? 
ank yourſelves with the incredulous : Fly in the 
face of conſcience ; deny that the lame walk, the 
blind ſee, the deaf hear, and that the dead were 
raiſed, ---= For if you admit theſe truths, how 
omfortleſs will be your condition unleſs you change 
your ideas, reform your lives, and renounce a world 
hich ſo much enchaats you and faſcinates your 
yes, Let me exhort you, in the name of a mer- 
iful God, to reſpect religion? to apply its conſola- 
ions to your cares, and its precepts to your lives ? 
and joining its promiſes to its commands, and its 
ommands to its promiſes, may you ſo live as be- 
ometh chriſtians, and may the light of the Goſpel 


onduct us all to virtue, and virtue to ha ppinels and 
Flory. 
THE END. 
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